In 1947 America's premier philosopher, educator, and public intellectual John Dewey purportedly lost his last manuscript on modern philosophy in the back of a taxicab. Now, sixty-five years later, Dewey's fresh and unpretentious take on the history and theory of knowledge is finally available. Editor Phillip Deen has taken on the task of editing Dewey's unfinished work, carefully compiling the fragments and multiple drafts of each chapter that he discovered in the folders of the Dewey Papers at the Special Collections Research Center at Southern Illinois University Carbondale. He has used Dewey's last known outline for the manuscript, aiming to create a finished product that faithfully represents Dewey's original intent. An introduction and editor's notes by Deen and a foreword by Larry A. Hickman, director of the Center for Dewey Studies, frame this previously lost work.
More than just historically significant in its rediscovery, Unmodern Philosophy and Modern Philosophy provides an intriguing critique of the history of modern thought and a positive account of John Dewey's naturalized theory of knowing. This volume marks a significant contribution to the history of American thought and finally resolves one of the mysteries of pragmatic philosophy.
Available Now! ISBN: 0-8093-3132-2, 978-0-8093-3132-1 $60.00 Short Cloth, 400 pages, 6 x 9 Place your order online at www.siupress.com and enter discount code DEWEY12 on the checkout page for 25% off. Or place your order by phone at 1-800-621-2736 and mention the code to the customer service representative. "I offer gratitude to Philip Deen for unearthing this manuscript, editorially rendering its many parts into a coherent whole, and writing a thorough and helpful introduction. It will take several generations of forthcoming Dewey scholarship to knit this very late work (1940s) back into the vast corpus of Dewey's published writings. One upshot is clear: the interpretive lens through which to read Dewey is what he holds herein, namely, that the lathe for understanding the history of philosophy is that of a 'cultural naturalism.' Only by so doing, contends John Dewey, will we be able to overcome the detritus of our philosophical past and avoid its 'eulogistic predicates.' Then we can sort out and revivify its still rich deposits and reconstruct philosophy as a diagnosis of the 'precarious and stable generic traits' that are always present in the affairs of human living. For students of John Dewey's thought, there is new work to be done."-John J. McDermott, University Distinguished Professor of Philosophy and Humanities, Texas A&M University
